39% pursued gastroenterology after the Scholars' Program. Thus, the program appeared to support the CAG strategic plan of attracting the best and brightest to gastroenterology (3) .
The present study was a follow-up analysis of the Scholars' Program between 2006 and 2012.
METHODs
A survey consisting of questions specifically addressing participants' interest in gastroenterology before and after the Scholars' Program and current career status was distributed through an Internet-based survey (Survey Monkey [4] ). The survey was scored on a five-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree; 2 = disagree; 3 = neutral; 4 = agree; and 5 = strongly agree); a score of 4 or 5 was considered to be a positive response. All participants in the course between 2006 and 2012, inclusive, were sent an electronic survey by e-mail. Participants were given two months to complete the survey with a reminder at one month and six weeks. Because of suboptimal response (response rate of 46.6%), the survey was redistributed eight months later to nonresponders only. Participants were given one month to complete the survey with a reminder at two weeks and three weeks. Results were analyzed using a spreadsheet program (Excel, Microsoft Corporation, USA).
REsULTs
Of 221 Scholars' Program participants, 131 responded to the survey, yielding a response rate of 59.3%. The average age of surveyed participants was 31.4 years and 52.9% were male (P=0.6) ( Table 1 
DIsCUssION
The Scholars' Program has been providing quality education for students and residents interested in gastroenterology for >10 years. The present report is an updated review of the program over a six-year period (2006 to 2012).
There was a fair response rate (59.3%) to the survey. The survey was distributed twice because the initial response rate was low. The reason for this low response rate may be due to the busy schedules of students, residents and physicians, and the frequent need to relocate during medical training. Similar to the 2007 study, most participants were residents, with equal distribution between males and females. A trend toward more graduates of the Scholar's Program intent on pursuing a career in gastroenterology compared with our previous study was observed, although differences in methodology precludes direct comparison between the two studies (2) .
It is interesting that most participants completed their undergraduate medical degree from the University of Alberta, University of Toronto and Dalhousie University. Although our data were not adjusted for medical school size, because this is a constantly changing variable, it is noteworthy that Dalhousie has one of the smallest programs in the country yet is one of the greatest contributor to the Scholars' Program. This may reflect career interest developed during the gastroenterology block in medical school training programs. A limitation to the present survey-based study was recall bias; future directions would be a prospective study to survey the participants before and after the Scholars' Program.
Similar to our study from 2007, the present study again illustrates the importance and success of the Scholars' Program in generating interest and retaining candidates in gastroenterology.
